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Order 5. Criminal Cases Where Alleged Victim Under Age 
Fourteen

Ark. Code Ann. § 16-10-130 (1987) provides that all courts of this state shall, in the absence of 
extraordinary circumstances, give precedence to the trial of criminal cases over other matters, civil or 
criminal, when the alleged victim is under age fourteen. Effective immediately, when a case affected by § 
16-10-130 is not tried or otherwise disposed of within nine months following the filing of a criminal 
information in the circuit court, the circuit judge before whom the case is pending will inform the 
Administrative Office of the Courts in writing the reason or reasons the case therefor. Thereafter, at 
intervals of ninety (90) days the circuit court will inform the Administrative Office of the Courts of the status 
of the case. During the pendency of the case, no continuance shall be granted on motion of either the 
State or the defendant except upon written order detailing the reasons for, and the duration of, the delay. 

History Text: 

History. Adopted October 5, 1992; amended and effective by per curiam order March 13, 2014.

Associated Court Rules: 
Administrative Orders
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